
We knew that
by using a
hauler to
transport our
material, any
potential
savings would
likely be
absorbed.
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QUESTIONS? CONTACT US:

DID THE PILOT SAVE 
RIDGEWOOD MONEY?
Our end market charged $65 per ton
for food scraps, or $15.49 less per 
ton than Ridgewood pays to throw
food away. However, the pilot
program was not expected to 
save money. 

the pilot has achieved its goal of helping
us to understand the impact that a food
scrap recycling program could have on our
community financially. Additionally, we
gained valuable insight into human
behavior and potential challenges that we
should anticipate when a sustainable and
scalable program model is introduced.

WHERE DO WE 
GO FROM HERE?
MAINTAIN & CAUTIOUSLY GROW
Maintaining an active food recycling
program may prove necessary to qualify
for non-profit support, potential grants,
and to effectively connect with and
attract partners. We recommend
preserving the current program and
gradually adding households and drop-
off locations while continuing to explore,
or even create, local processing
opportunities.

What were the disposal costs incurred by the
pilot?

A grand total of $1,582.00 for the entire
nine-month pilot.

Nonetheless,

REMEMBER THE BASICS
Managing food scraps must remain
subsidiary to the primary goals of
reducing food waste & increasing food
donation. We recommend heavily
promoting both. 



This process works for now, but finding a
way to process the food locally is the goal.

Ridgewood pays Interstate Waste $80.49
for each ton of household garbage that we
deliver to their transfer station.
Considering that the average resident
generates one-third of a ton of trash each
year, that bill adds up quickly and in 2021,
totaled $606,005.30*. Can food recycling
help our town save money in garbage
disposal? Absolutely! Our participants
were already recycling bottles, cans,
papers, and cardboard; however, after
adding food scrap recycling to their
routine, they saw a 20 - 90 % reduction in
household trash with a 53% mean
average reduction for the group.
This average reduction held
steady for the entire 
pilot period.

PILOT PROGRAM
MARCH - DECEMBER, 2021

To the hundreds of dedicated
residents, staff, and vendors who
made this program possible and
successful, "Thank You."

We will answer your questions and
share our experience, lessons
learned, and conclusions, including:  

WHERE DID

 IT GO?
From North to South

DOLLARS & TONS
MARCH 7 - DEC 31, 2021

16 TONS OF FOOD
KEPT OUT OF THE LANDFILL

IN THIS REPORT

Where did the food go?
Was it worth it?
Did we save money? And if not,
could we?

market for our material, three things were
necessary. First, the recycler had to be
reputable; second, affordable; and third,
accessible. Additionally, we wanted their
process to contribute to soil enrichment.
All four goals were realized by Trenton
Renewables of Trenton, NJ. Their
company utilizes anaerobic digestion to
recycle food waste into compost, organic
fertilizer, and renewable energy. Natural
Upcycling, a company that services area
supermarkets, picked up the collected
food from the recycling center and
transported it for recycling.

As we searched for an end

Doesn't trucking the food to South Jersey
negate the environmental benefits?

Sending the recyclable food to Trenton is
not ideal; however, we must remember
that if the food scraps were instead sent
to a landfill, they would still have to be 
 transported from 80 to 425 miles.
Therefore, our program did not contribute
to fuel consumption or emissions. Instead,
it supported the precious ability of food to
enhance soil with essential nutrients and
had a positive impact on landfill space and
emissions.

CONCLUSION:

PARTICIPANTS
REDUCED THE

WEIGHT OF THEIR 
 HOUSEHOLD
GARBAGE BY

20 - 90 %

OUR

*Household garbage
 only (does not 
include bulky
 waste)


