
A suggestion from participant
Liz Carroll. Thank you, Liz!

A magnetic
whiteboard to
record
weekly
numbers. 
We convert
to lbs. for 
our survey
submissions.

An
inexpensive
Ikea recycle
bin for daily
food waste
we keep in 
the kitchen.
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Sean Hamlin, Recycling Coordinator
(shamlin@ridgewoodnj.net)
Johanna Luttrell, Recycling Program Aide
(jluttrell@ridgewoodnj.net)

CONTACT US:

This program would not be possible without
our participants. Thank you for staying
motivated and committed. We know that
weighing trash can get annoying (we're
doing it too), but without your participation
and the survey data you send us, we would
not be able to analyze the impact.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

PICTURES &
SUGGESTIONS:
Have you figured out a way to
make participation in the pilot
program easier?  Please  snap a
photo and send it to us via
email.

LET'S STOP
WASTING
FOOD

Food Donation Resources,
Food Storage Tips, 
Shelf Life Guidance,
Meal Prep Help, & a
Food Estimator

You're keeping food out of the landfill. Well
done! But is there another way that you can
make a meaningful contribution? Can your
household reduce the amount of food that
expires, decays, or otherwise goes unused?
Please visit the Information & Resources
section of our site for:

(HELPFUL TIPS & TRICKS):

www.ridgewoodnj.net/
menu-dpw/recycling



REPORT PERIOD:
MARCH 7 - AUGUST 15, 2021
On March 7, 2021, 310 residents,
representing 88 households, began
their voluntary participation in
Ridgewood’s food recycling pilot
program.

In addition to keeping food
separated for recycling, participants
agreed to deliver the material to the
Recycling Center and report on their
household’s activities once each
week for 43 weeks, ending on
December 31, 2021. The following
update contains data, observations,
successes, and challenges as
observed thus far.

 THE SURVEY

SAYS
Observation #1: During
the period covered in
this update, we
anticipated about 1,800
weekly survey
submissions and
received 980.

Conclusion? Survey data alone is not a
reliable way to track the amount of
food diverted from the landfill through
this program.

OBSERVATIONS/CONCLUSIONS

access to the recycling center
washing the bucket & eliminating
internal bucket odors
bucket placement at home. Many
keeping the bucket outside needed
to move it inside during the heat of
the summer. Finding a new location
and adjusting their routine was
inconvenient.
record keeping and survey
submission

Observation #2: The most common
challenges that participants shared are:

finding a way to give participants
access to drop-off at their leisure
should be considered
ongoing support and engagement
are crucial

Conclusions? For long-term success and
continued participation:

PILOT END
DATE:

12/31/2021

HOW MUCH DO WE
WEIGH?

18,700 lbs. from 
March 7 - August 15

WEIGHT OF
DELIVERED FOOD SCRAPS

WHAT THE NUMBERS MEAN - 
WE WERE SURPRISED!

We assume that our participants are
already full supporters of Ridgewood's
Recycling Program. However, based on
survey data received, once food scrap
recycling was added to the household's  
routine, as a group, they further
diverted 53% of their remaining
household trash from the landfill.

"AS A GROUP, 
THEY FURTHER DIVERTED 
53% OF THEIR REMAINING

HOUSEHOLD TRASH 
FROM THE LANDFILL"


