
Food Recycling Pilot Program 

General Information 

Thank you for your interest in Ridgewood’s Food Recycling Pilot Program.  By means of this 

document, we hope to address some of the questions that you may have and explain the 

steps that should be taken if you wish to participate. 

1) Food is one of the largest parts of our solid 

waste stream.  We pay to send food trash 

to the landfill, and costs are increasing. 

2) Food impacts landfill space and emissions.  

It forms methane as it breaks down, a po-

tent greenhouse gas. 

3) “Worldwide 24 billion tons of fertile soil 

disappears each year” (UNCCD, 2011). 

Through this program, food waste will be 

broken down and returned to the soil, as a 

vital soil amendment. 

4) Although some Ridgewood residents com-

post their organic waste at home, most do 

not.  This program offers an expanded op-

tion for food waste disposal, providing a 

means to include residents who are unable 

to do backyard composting, or who will continue backyard composting, but would also like to re-

cycle items that are not compatible with backyard composting programs like meat and bones. 

Overall, through this pilot program, which will initially involve about 1% of our population, we hope 

to understand the impact that a food waste recycling program could have on our community finan-

cially, environmentally, logistically, and sustainably. 

Why is Ridgewood doing this? 
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Ridgewood Recycling and we have worked very hard to contain costs.  The collection containers 

(both those used in the home and at the recycling center) were obtained through a Bergen County 

grant.  The price we will pay to dispose of food collected each week is low, and we need participants 

who are committed to following the rules of the program and helping us to avoid contamination 

charges. 

Who is paying for this program? 

If all goes as planned, it will start within the next 

3-6 weeks. Participants are asked to remain in 

the program for at least 9 months. 

When will the program begin? 

1) Awareness will increase:  As you become aware of the amount of food that you put in your food 

waste recycling bucket, you will likely start to analyze where it’s coming from and why it’s getting 

recycled.  Some things (banana peels, bones, eggshells) may not be preventable waste, but that 

isn’t true for everything, is it?  We expect that participants will learn to recognize habits that con-

tribute to unnecessary food decay and preventable food waste. 

2) Food waste will decrease:  As participants recognize habits that contribute to food waste, they 

should become motivated to make adjustments.  Examples of these adjustments may include:  

Learning how to properly store food so that it stays fresher longer, buying only what will be con-

sumed, planning ahead for meals so as to utilize perishables that are on hand, recognizing the 

difference between ugly produce and recyclable produce. 

3) Garbage will decrease:  In New Jersey, food waste is estimated to make up approximately 22% of 

a household’s total garbage.  By removing this from your trash, your garbage should decrease. 

What should I expect to see happen at home if I participate? 
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Participants are asked to: 

1) Plan ahead.  Think about your habits and the layout of your kitchen and home in general.  What 

do you currently do with your food trash?  How will you adjust from your current habits to partic-

ipate in this program?  How will you inform your household of 

the change and teach them the program rules? 

2) Pickup a 5 gallon bucket from the Recycling office.  All recycla-

ble food scraps will eventually need to make their way to this 

bucket. 

3) Come to the recycling center every week to dump the contents 

of their 5 gallon food scrap collection container. 

4) Maintain and rinse out their bucket at home.  We do not have 

a hose or wash sink at the recycling center for this purpose. 

5) Submit a weekly data entry.  Remember, this is a pilot pro-

gram.  We need to learn from your experiences.  We will give 

you a link that you will use each week to submit your entry. 

How will the program work? 

Step 1:  Read this entire document.  We have provided all of the 

information herein that you will need to determine whether or not 

you will be able to comply with the program requirements. 

Step 2:  Please complete and submit an application by December 15, 2020. The application asks 

many specific questions about you, your household, and your daily life.  We would like to choose a 

variety of participants, representing a broad cross-section of our community and will use your an-

swers to help us to balance the makeup of our pilot group. 

Step 3:  Village of Ridgewood staff will review all applications and select participants.  Selected par-

ticipants will be notified through email. 

Step 4:  If selected, please begin to educate all members of your household on the program and ob-

tain the collection container by December 15, 2020. 

How do I participate? 
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